
  

   

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross Parish Community 
acknowledges the Dharawal Nation as 

the traditional custodians of the land 
on which this church & school are built. 

 

 

Gospel Reflection… 

Today's Gospel highlights what a different world Jesus 
and the earliest Christians lived in by comparison with 
us today. Jesus and Luke's community unquestionably 
believed in slavery. In all the Gospels Jesus regularly 
draws on the image of a slave to make points about 
duty, respect or responsibility. In other passages Jesus 
and St Paul advocate for the just treatment of slaves or 
servants, but it was an institution in their world that 
they never questioned. They never told the slaves to 
make a bid for freedom. They never told Christian slave 
owners to set their slaves free. 

Our movement on the question of slavery is a 
wonderful study in the development of doctrine. Not all 
social realities that Jesus assumed in his day continue to 
be relevant to our world. It took Society 1800 years, 
and the Church a bit longer still, to see slavery for what 
it is – an assault on the children of God – both servant 
and master. It shows how we have to keep carefully 
discerning the movement of the Holy Spirit and God's 
guidance in the light of new thinking. 

The image of the slave in today's Gospel is invoked to 
underline our response to God's goodness.  To serve 
God in the world, in response to his invitation, is a 
privilege. We share in his creativity, compassion, 
hospitality and care. And often, through us, others 
come to know God and judge if Christian faith is 
sincere. As respondents to many surveys tell us, they 
may like who Jesus is and his teaching in the Gospel, 
but the stumbling block for their joining us is the way 
they see that faith lived out in the Church. 

May this Eucharist, then, give us a sense of the dignity 
we have by being called as servants or slaves, friends 
and family of Jesus Christ the Lord.      Richard Leonard 

 

 

The ROSARY STATUE will be  
Michael & Therese Harris next week. 

 

THE WISE OLD OWL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of Animals 
St Michael’s Parish, 325 Lawrence Hargrave Drive, Thirroul 

The Blessing of Animals will be held on the long weekend 
in October, at 9:30am. on Monday, 7 October. 

All animals are welcome … Obstreperous camels must 
be on tight leashes. Leopards must be easily spotted. 
Chooks must purchase their eggs from IGA.  

On 4 October, people all over the world will be 
celebrating the feast day of the Patron Saint of 
Animals, Saint Francis of Assisi. 

It’s customary that in remembrance of St Francis of 
Assisi’s love for all creatures, animals are led to 
churches for a special ceremony called the “Blessing 
of the Animals.”  

Every year, millions of animals are blessed by 
priests/friars in a ceremony that touches the hearts of 
most of those in attendance. 
 

 

Please pray for the sick:  
Kirri Ayers (Kirri Ryan’s Granddaughter), 
Pat Brown, Mary Burke, Paul Emmett, Isabella Eyles, 
Geoff Gordon, Leo Harris, Timothy House, Denise 
Johnson, Hilton King, Christopher Morahan, Bede 
Parkes, Paul Smith, Patricia Sutton & Luis Veas. 

For those who have died: 
Michael Potter, Tessie Agius, Ronda Collins (2016), 
Jim Downes (2018), William Burn (1975), Sue Marczuk 
(2013), Hugh McKeown (2008), Henry (Mick) Collins 
(1941), Coral Smith (2015), Narelle Hampson (2011) & 
Alberto Caraballo (2019). 
Please also pray for Beverley Potter who died last 
Sunday. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY ROSTERS 

Thank you to parishioners who 
volunteered to help with the 
Children’s Liturgy Ministry, your  
rosters are available for collection in the church foyer. 

Our Children’s Liturgy co-ordinator, Yvette Friedrich, 

has invited you to meet with her for a resource 

making session in the Parish hall on Tuesday, 8 

October at 7pm.  We hope that you can all make it. 

 

 

Morning Tea 
After Mass Next Sunday, 13 October 

Ray Phillips has given Holy Cross Parish many years of 
service as an Acolyte and we are very grateful to him.  
Ray has now retired from the Acolyte Ministry and we 
would like to show our appreciation to him by 
honouring Ray at a Morning Tea after Mass on 
Sunday, 13 October. 

All parishioners are invited to attend.   

Please bring a plate to share if possible.   

 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY: MAKING IT REAL 

The last Sunday of September is designated by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference as Social Justice 
Sunday.  The title of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ 
Social Justice Statement for 2019–2020 is Making it Real: 
Genuine human encounter in our digital world. 

Our Bishops’ Social Justice Statement shares Pope 
Francis’ call to us to ‘boldly become citizens of the digital 
world’, with the image of the Good Samaritan as our 
inspiration.  Where do we encounter our neighbour? 
Increasingly it is online.  “The digital world is a public 
square, a meeting place where we can either encourage 
or demean one another, engage in meaningful discussion 
or unfair attacks.  Access to digital networks entails a 
responsibility for our neighbour whom we do not see but 
who is nonetheless real and has a dignity which must be 
respected.” – Pope Francis.   

Please take a copy of this year’s social Justice Statement 
from the table in the church foyer. 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 
 

FRIDAY  
ROSARY - 9AM 

MASS – 9:15AM 
 

 

Catechist craft day/morning tea - with special guest 
Steve Chard – The Puppet Man to demonstrate how 
to use puppets.  
Micah House, 35a Cordeaux Street, Campbelltown. 
Wednesday 23 October, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.  
For bookings or questions please contact Cindy Oliver by 

14 October, on 4640 8550 or cindy.oliver@dow.org.au.  

There is no cost involved. Morning tea is provided.  

ROSTERS… 

READERS 
Oct 13 Paul & Jess Hoffmann 

CLEANERS  
Oct 12 Ross Family & Trisha Dalton 

GREETERS  
Oct 13 Paul & Nicole Hoffmann 

ACOLYTE 
Oct 13 Ian Nisbet 

COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Oct 13 Warren & Teri Shearer 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
In recess until next term 

RECORDERS  
Kerrie Halloran & Greg Greening  

DRIVING ROSTER  
Sunday, Oct 6 Peter Frawley 
Thursday, Oct 10 Peter Sharp 
Sunday, Oct 13 Mark & Mary-Ruth Chester 
 

Quote: 
As long as the mind is enslaved, the body can 
never be free.  Psychological freedom, a firm 
sense of self-esteem, is the most powerful 
weapon against the long night of physical 
slavery.                                   Martin Luther King Jnr (1967) 

HOLY CROSS PARISH    HELENSBURGH 
 

Parish Administrator – Fr. Patrick Vaughan 
Relieving Priest – Fr Andrew Granc ofm 

 

PO Box 9    Helensburgh  NSW  2508 
 

helensburgh@dow.org.au    www.helensburghcatholic.org.au 

6 October 2019  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time/C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

th Sunday of Easter / B    

 Sunday of Lent A     

 

WEEKEND MASS  Parish Secretary: Kerrie Halloran 
HOLY CROSS HELENSBURGH                                                                                                       O                      Office Hours:  Tue, Wed, Thurs 
Sunday 8:30am                                                                                                                                                          9:00am to 4pm 
       Parish  (02) 4294 1009 
RECONCILIATION   
Sunday 8am                                                                                                                                              Helensburgh Parish School    
                                                                                                                                     Principal:  Brendan Dickinson  

                                        Of Service & Witness to Christ since 1911         School   (02) 4294 1588 

Try to be a 

rainbow in 

someone's 

cloud. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/epicurus-quotes
http://www.helensburghcatholic.org.au/

