
  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross Parish Community 

acknowledges the Dharawal Nation as the 

traditional custodians of the land on which 

this church & school are built. 

 

30 DECEMBER 2018 HOLY FAMILY 

The Saviour has been born to us! The liturgies of the 
Christmas season invite us to reflect upon this basic 
truth of Christian faith: the eternal son has become one 
of us and shared our life experience. He grew up in a 
family; parental authority shaped his human 
development; at the age prescribed for Jewish youths, 
he attended the Passover festival with his parents; a 
self-reliant lad, he was presumed throughout a whole 
day to be somewhere else in the caravan returning from 
Jerusalem.  

We speak of family ‘bonds’ and ‘ties’. If they are not 
transformed into adult-to-adult relationships, as we 
grow up, these family ties can become a bondage that 
inhibits personal development. The story Luke hands on 
to us in today’s gospel reminds us that, as his life 
choices were made, the relationship Jesus had with 
Mary and Joseph had to be transformed. The first 
reading from 1 Samuel recounts an old story of Samuel, 
the prophetic leader who anointed David as king. 
Despite similarities between this story and the story 
told by Luke – a family going up to Jerusalem, a child’s 
destiny foreshadowed – there are significant 
differences. The Old Testament story is a legend that 
serves as an introduction to a collection of historical 
traditions in which Samuel plays a key role. If we 
recognise the hand of God in Samuel’s young life of 
service in the temple, it does not come about through 
his own choice, but through that of his devout mother. 
Luke’s story is closer to our common human experience 
– Mary has to come to terms with intimations of a 
decision that will lead Jesus to leave home to take up 
the life of a wanderer, carrying out the mission that will 
shape his life – and will ultimately lead to his death. She 
begins to know the ‘sword’ Simeon foretold would 
pierce her soul’.  

Jesus, as the liturgy of Christmas Day has reminded us, 
is ‘the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart’, 
came into the world to make the Father known. He 
grew up as a dutiful son of his human parents; but as he 

‘grew in wisdom’ – through his contact with the faith 
traditions of his people – he knew in the mysterious 
depths of his human experience the call to identify with 
the great mission that had brought him into the world: 
‘Why are you looking for me? Did you not know that I 
must give myself to my Father’s affairs?’ Bringing us this 
brief narrative, Luke intimates what lies ahead. His 
gospel narrative moves towards its climax when Jesus 
makes his way to Jerusalem to meet his fate. Ultimately, 
it is ‘after three days’ that he is restored to his disciples 
as their Risen Lord.  

As the bonds that unite parent and child mature, they 
are both blessed. In the background of Luke’s story, we 
recognise the ongoing fidelity of Mary, as she came to 
accept and identify with the response of her Son, as the 
first of all his disciples. The second reading from the first 
letter of John chimes in with our reflections upon the 
shared life of the Holy Family. In the end, the mission of 
Jesus was to open the way to our sharing in his risen 
life, sharing all things with the Father – sharing in the 
family life of God, as it were. The choices he made, in 
the freedom he shares with us, can inspire us to make 
our life choices, knowing that each of us has a unique 
place in the Father’s loving plan.             Fr. Ken Cafe ofm 

 

A Thank You from Marilyn & Sid Moir on 
behalf of the Katoke Trust 

Dear Parishioners, 
We wish to convey our heartfelt thanks to all the members 
of Holy Cross congregation who have so kindly and 
generously recycled cans and bottles through the Katoke 
bin at your church.  In combination with the bins at the 
Anglican Church and Coles we have raised $2,800 to this 
date this year. This money has been especially used to 
assist our orphaned students who have moved on to 
tertiary studies.  Without families to support them, when 
problems arise such as medical emergencies and needs 
pertaining to food water clothing rent and transport, we 
are able to draw on this fund.  

Apart from the material aid, it allows them to feel that 
they are not alone in the world and that God continues to 
love and care for them through the help sent from here.  
So, thank you each one once again! We would very much 
value your continuing support into 2019 and take this 
opportunity to wish you all a blessed and joyful Christmas. 
Marilyn and Sid Moir. 

THE WISE OLD OWL  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                           ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS  
                                                      APPEAL 

                           The members of Helensburgh Conference 
of St Vincent de Paul wish to sincerely thank all who 
contributed to the success of our 2018 Christmas Appeal.   

Many donations of food and gifts were received, and our 
wonderful parish raised over $3500 to help those in 
need. A fantastic effort for a small parish!  

Special thanks to the teachers, students and parents of 
our wonderful Holy Cross Primary school who collected 
several baskets of food and many gifts. Year Six also 
assisted by sorting food and gifts ready to be packed 
later by our members.  

Thank you also to Fr Andrew and Kerrie Halloran for their 
support and to those who came to help pack and 
distribute the hampers and gifts. 

Many grateful families in our 2508 area will enjoy a 
better Christmas because of your generosity. We are 
certainly very lucky to live in an area where people are so 
willing to open their hearts to others.  

We wish you all a safe, happy and above all, a blessed 
Christmas and New Year. The Members of Helensburgh 
Conference of St Vincent de Paul.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The wonderful donation of food and gifts 

  

WEEKDAY MASS 

TUESDAY, 1 JANUARY 
NEW YEAR’S DAY  

MASS – 9:15AM 
ALL WELCOME 

FRIDAY 
ROSARY – 9:00AM 
MASS – 9:15AM 

ROSTERS… 

READERS 
Jan 6 Paul Morahan & Chester Family 

CLEANERS 
Jan 5 Michael & Therese Harris 

GREETERS  
Jan 6 Margaret Walsh & Lesley Sruhan 

ACOLYTE 
Jan 6 Kevin Sergeant 

COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Jan 6 Kate Sergeant & Maria Sykes 

RECORDERS  
Kerrie Halloran & Joan Gardner 

DRIVING ROSTER  
This Sunday, Dec 30  Not Required 
Next Thursday, Jan 3  Not Required 
Next Sunday, Jan 6  Kevin Sergeant 

The ROSARY STATUE will be with Fran & Peter 

Sharp next week. 

Please pray for the sick:  
Pat Brown, Mary Burke, Paul Emmett, 
Isabella Eyles (Daughter of Marta & 
Chris), John Green, Leo Harris, Hilton 
King (Cora’s husband), Christopher Morahan (Paul’s 
Nephew), Frank Potter, Paul Smith & Luis Veas. 

For those who have died: 
Alfred Rayment (1982), Peter Emmett (2007), Lachlan 
Scipione, Ruben Martin, Kathleen Evans (2012), Agnes 
& John Swanson, Letitia Gordon, Ricky Lontis (2012) & 
Violet Anderson. 

Please also pray for Lorraine Webster who died 
recently. 
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30 December 2018  The Holy Family/C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

th Sunday of Easter / B    

 Sunday of Lent A     

Of Service & Witness to Christ since 1911 

WEEKEND MASS  Parish Secretary: Kerrie Halloran 
HOLY CROSS HELENSBURGH                                                                                                       Office Hours:  Tue, Wed, Thurs 
Sunday 8:30am                                                                                                                                               9:00am to 4pm 
       Parish  (02) 4294 1009 
RECONCILIATION   
Sunday 8am                                                                                                                                   Helensburgh Parish School    
                                                                                                                          Principal:  Brendan Dickinson 
                                                                                                                             School   (02) 4294 1588 

There is no time 

like the present.  

But more 

importantly, there 

is no present like 

the time.  

http://www.helensburghcatholic.org.au/

