
  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross Parish Community 

acknowledges the Dharawal Nation as the 

traditional custodians of the land on which 

this church & school are built. 

 

 

Reflection on today’s Gospel… 

What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters 
of the Jordan to experience the special presence of the 
Holy Spirit as though it were a dove, gently hovering 
over him?  As a Jew, he would have been reminded both 
of the Divine Wind hovering over the void-become-
creation, and of the dove bearing an olive twig as God 
restored humanity’s life on earth after the Flood.  The 
Holy Spirit was empowering Him for a re-creative role 
on behalf of humanity. 

His second experience was to sense God’s delight and 
joy sounding, reverberating through every fibre of his 
body, every reach of his soul: ‘You are my beloved Son, 
my favour rests on you.’ 

Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised 
shares in these wonderful experiences.  The dynamic 
power of the Holy Spirit hovers over the person as a 
gentle presence, preparing the one baptised for a 
mission on behalf of humanity.  And every baptised 
person senses, below the range of hearing, the echo of 
the same marvellous words: “You are my beloved son or 
daughter, my favour rests on you.” 

Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to 
incorporate his followers into such wonderful 
experiences as a power-full impetus to fulfil their 
mission to cooperate in God’s saving plan for humanity? 

We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the 
parent/s or other person/s who brought us into this 
tradition stretching over almost two millennia.  May 
they be filled with all that flows from their being 
beloved sons and daughters of God.        Fr Michael Tate 

 

 

 

The ROSARY STATUE will be with 

Jacqui Severino next week. 

 

THE WISE OLD OWL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Plenary Council 2020 

The Catholic Bishops of Australia have asked us to 
respond to three questions about the future of the 
church.  

1. What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at 
this time?  

2. What questions do you have about the future of the 
church for the plenary council to consider in 2020?  

3. Do you have a story of your experience of faith, or 
the church you would like to share?  

You are invited to:  

• Join a small group discussion;  

• Provide written feedback; or  

• Make a submission online.  

Greg Harris is the Local Animator (organiser) in our parish.  

 

 

 

Please pray for the sick:  
Pat Brown, Mary Burke, Paul Emmett, Isabella Eyles 
(Daughter of Marta & Chris), John Green, Leo Harris, 
Timothy House (Merilyn & Allan’s grandson), Hilton 
King (Cora’s husband), Christopher Morahan (Paul’s 
Nephew), Frank Potter, Paul Smith & Luis Veas. 

 

For those who have died: 
Lorraine Webster (2018), Maria Barton (2012), Linda 
Lucke (2018), Elizabeth Sharp (1991), Gwendoline 
Rodgers (2010) & Alice Wood (2009) 

May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

 

  

PLEASE NOTE:  THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM 8 

JANUARY UNTIL 29 JANUARY.   
IF YOU NEED TO CONTACT A PRIEST URGENTLY PLEASE CALL FR. 
ANDREW GRANC ON 0407 907 165 OR FR. KEN CAFE ON 0409 

467 560. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT 
Make a plan in case of illness or frailty No one likes to 
be a burden.  We can lessen the strain on loved ones by 
making a valid will, for example, or speaking with family, 
trusted friends and health care professionals about how 
we would like to be treated in the event of illness. 
(Social Justice Statement 2016–17)  

We all face the possibility that we will become ill or frail 
or become dependent on others for care and support. 
For the sake of our carers and loved ones it is important 
to be clear about what decisions we would like to be 
made and who can represent us if we cannot express 
our wishes. The Church in Australia has developed a 
guide for people considering their future health care 
and planning ahead. 
  

CATHFAMILY  

CAtHFAMILY brings you a 
selection of activities, prayer 
rituals, crafts and recipes for 

free from their website.  Don't miss CathKids: a weekly 
interactive experience with a two-minute animated 
reflection on the Sunday reading, questions to stimulate 
discussion, a simple activity and prayer. Families in the 
Diocese are encouraged to utilise these resources at 
home to share faith with kids. Visit cathfamily.org. 

 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

FRIDAY 
ROSARY – 9:00AM 
MASS – 9:15AM 

 

 

ROSTERS… 

READERS 
Jan 20 Kerry White, Cora King & Trish Caraballo 

CLEANERS 
Jan 19 Lyn Bryant & Jan Brett 

GREETERS  
Jan 20 Kate & Kevin Sergeant 

ACOLYTE 
Jan 20 Greg Greening 

COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Jan 20 Warren & Teri Shearer 

RECORDERS  
Joanne Donovan & Warren & Teri Shearer 

DRIVING ROSTER  
This Sunday, Jan 13  Peter Frawley 
Next Thursday, Jan 17 Greg Greening 
Next Sunday, Jan 20  Warren Shearer 
 

Pope Francis:  Let the Word of 

God take root in your heart 

Catholics should listen to the scripture readings at 
Mass with an open heart, so that the Word of God 
can take root in their lives and bear good fruit, 
Pope Francis said. 

“Let’s do an examination of conscience to see how 
we welcome the Word of God. On Sunday we listen 
to it in the Mass.  If we listen to it in a distracted or 
superficial way, it will not help us much,” the pope 
said. 

“Instead, we must welcome the Word with open 
mind and heart, as a good ground, so that it is 
assimilated and bears fruit in concrete life.”  
 

  HOLY CROSS PARISH    HELENSBURGH 
 

Parish Administrator – Fr. Patrick Vaughan 
Relieving Priest – Fr Andrew Granc ofm 

 

PO Box 9    Helensburgh  NSW  2508 
 

helensburgh@dow.org.au    www.helensburghcatholic.org.au 

13 January 2019  The Baptism of the Lord/C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

th Sunday of Easter / B    

 Sunday of Lent A     

Of Service & Witness to Christ since 1911 

WEEKEND MASS  Parish Secretary: Kerrie Halloran 
HOLY CROSS HELENSBURGH                                                                                                       Office Hours:  Tue, Wed, Thurs 
Sunday 8:30am                                                                                                                                               9:00am to 4pm 
       Parish  (02) 4294 1009 
RECONCILIATION   
Sunday 8am                                                                                                                                   Helensburgh Parish School    
                                                                                                                          Principal:  Brendan Dickinson 
                                                                                                                             School   (02) 4294 1588 

Live that you 

wouldn’t be 

ashamed to sell 

the family parrot 

to the town 

gossip. 

http://www.helensburghcatholic.org.au/

